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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
September already! Can't believe how fast the summer is going 
and what great fun we have had. By the time this goes to press, 
Windy will have led us off into the sunset and the ride to the 100th 
Anniversary Party for Harley will be a fond memory. 

Never fear, we still have a lot to come! Join me for the President's 
Ride on September 7th. We are doing a little different take on the 
ride this year. Instead of it being "my ride" as presiding President 
of Top Cats, the Past Presidents will be joining me as Co-Road 
Captains. 

The ride will start at the home of Rob Mann, the first President of 
Top Cats and end with a picnic under the trees at my home in 
Long Grove. We will be riding some of our Founder's, Carl 
"Virgo" Bender" favorite roads and I know he will be with us in 
spirit that day. 

Come ride with the Presidents, past and present, Sandy Vernon, 
Rob Mann, Ric Case, George Lax, Wayne Kirkpatrick and honor 
the memory of Virgo. See you there! 

Our major event, the Seventh Annual Fall Charity Ride for 
N.I.S.R.A. also comes in September. The Charity Committee is 
working fast and furious these last few weeks before the event and 
we need everyone's help to make this a success. Our next meet-
ing, we will make it very easy 
for you to pre-register for the ride. We will take cash, checks and 
credit cards, making it very hard for anyone to say, "don't have 
any money on me" that night. Everyone has a credit card in their 
pocket and if you would like to add a donation to N.I.S.R.A. on 
top of your $20 ride pre-registration, we can make that happen 
too. Roberta can answer any questions you may have. Remember, 
any donation to N.I.S.R.A. is tax deductible! 

Have you seen our Grand Prize for the raffle this year! If you 
haven't, we can make that happen too! I know I would like to see 
this bike parked in my garage. Who wouldn't? It is a black 2003 
Harley Davidson 100th Anniversary Road King Classic. The bike 
is available now to help promote raffle ticket sales. Just let Chuck 
know if you have a place to take the bike and sell raffle tickets. 
We have several locations available but we need help to be there 
to sell tickets.When you are approached and asked to sell tickets 
for an hour or two, grab a fellow Top Cat, your neighbor, your 
wife and kids, and say "sure I can be there, just tell me where and 
when!" We all can make this happen! 

Enjoy the sunshine, the beautiful country roads, and the long high-
way miles. Above all 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 
Safety Committee Chair 

How to take a bath without really trying... 

On July 20th, after soberly celebrating my completion of 
MSF Instructor Training with a few of my fellow grads, I 
was returning home from the Western Suburbs. We had 
torrential rain, thunder, and lightning where I was and 
while I was there, but it had moved out of our area and on 
to the North and east of us. Of course it was directly in my 
way home. I mounted up and headed out. I was riding 
with two other instructors, but we quickly got separated in 
the construction zone, just south of the Woodfield Mall 
area. Lightning and thunder were everywhere, the rain 
came down in buckets, and I surmised it had been raining 
here for a while. As I was leaving this construction area I 
had a choice. One to stay in the local lanes and deal with 
traffic trying to get on to I-90, other traffic slowing or stop-
ping for the heavy rain and we had some visibility issues, 
but I was determine to press on since I was so close to 
home. My second choice was to take the cutover to the 
express lanes, which had a step down, because it was being 
repaved. I had ridden this route many times before so I 
knew my path of travel very well. Logical choice, right. 
What did I forget to think about in this decision making 
process? Well when I stepped down of the finished surface 
and onto the unfinished surface I got the bath of my life. I 
did not account for flooding. Yes motorcycles can, do, and 
will hydroplane. Mine swam, I think. Fortunately I man-
aged to stay upright by firmly gripping the handlebars, 
tucking my knees tightly to the tank and making no sud-
den moves. Upon determining I had good traction, I 
squeezed the clutch (yes I do that when I have to) and 
revved the engine in an attempt to heat the engine even 
more than it already was, to evaporate any moisture that 
might cause the engine to stall, just like an, older SUV in 
front just did. They lesson here is when riding in heavy 
rain always be prepared for flooding in low-lying areas and 

places. 

Ride Safe 	 
SANDY 
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11013 Route 47 
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Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax:847 368 0999 

www.americasopenroad.com  

• SERVICE 

• SALES VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
VAXAVDPHONDACOM 

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 

(vern693@aol.com) 
Vice President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 

a heniff@mailstation.com ) 
Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 	 847/564-1489 

(numbersman@thecpas.biz) 
Secretary 	John Lunde 	 815/459-2488 

(mongerl@hotmail.com) 
Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 

1941-2001 
Past President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 

(wkirlinal77(&,aol.com) 
Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 (hboand@fedex emu) 
Director 	John Fraccaro 	 847/697-9607 

airaccaro@juno.com) 
Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 	 815/459-9345 (tazman69er@netscape.net) 
Director 	Chuck Prettyman 	 847/382-4269 

(cpman4@aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.mg  HOTLINE: M7)622-3501 e-mail: topcats mee(&hotmateom 

NEXT MEETING: September 2, 2003 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim Haase (jimhaase@attbi.com ) 	847/776-7845 
Advertising 	Don Schaffer 	 847/564-1489 
Membership 	Kathy Citko (kc1544@yahoo.com) 	847/918-9464 
Charity Ride 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4(kaoLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Products 	Janet Riddick (riddick@wickes.com ) 	847/548-8447 
Communications 	John Fraccaro Ufraccaro@juno.com ) 	847/697-9607 
Roar 	 Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	847/854-4137 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Website 	Sal Saccomanno (salsacco@anteritech.net) 	847/526-5200 

Hotline 	Jim Haase (jimhaase@attbi.com) 	847/776-7845 
Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net) 	847/363-1542 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 	847/438-4998 

).30 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

GOLD VVIN, 

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines IL 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



ACTIVITIES CALANDAR 	September - December 

Date Time Activity 	 Location Leader 
Tue-9/2 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse Bar and Grill, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-9/7 Annual Log Cabin Ride for Tots 
Sun-9/7 10:30 AM Top Cats President's Ride Rob Mann's, Buffalo Grove S. Vernon 
Mon-9/8 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-9/21 Observation Run Palatine HOG 
Sun-9/28 Breast Cancer Ride Oconomowauk, WI Lakeshore 
HOG 
Sun-9/28 9:00 AM Top Cats Fall Charity Ride Country Lakes Resort C. Prettyman 
Sat-10/4 10:00 AM Little City Fund Raiser Little City, Palatine B. Welch 
Tue-10/7 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse Bar and Grill, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-10/12 Never Forget Thunder Run, Toy Run Rolling 
Thunder 
Sun-10/12 DuKane ABATE Annual Toy and Food Run 	West Chicago 
Mon-10/13 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-10/19 10:00 AM Top Cats Fall Color Ride Broken Oar, Cary J. Fraccaro 
Tue-11/4 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse Bar and Grill, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-11/9 McHenry Toys for Tots McHenry HOG 
Mon-11/10 7:30 PM Top Cabs Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Tue-12/2 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse Bar and Grill, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-12/7 8:00 AM Toys for Tots 
Mon-12/8 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 

Bold = Top Cats' ride 
Call the Top Cats' Hotline for ride updates (847)622-3501 or go to www.topcats.org . 

• 

Sentiments from Summer Camp 
By Sarah Holcombe 

NISRA's seven-week day camp was held at 11 different sites in the area this summer. The 
Top Cats Charity Ride proceeds support this program, where over 130 children with dis-
abilities made new friends, learned new games and songs, created interesting art projects, 
and laughed and played in the summer sun. 

One parent had this to say about her son's experience: "He expanded his comfort zone and 
participated in sports and games, rather than choosing a solo activity. He was not embar-
rassed to try basketball and four square, even though he isn't great at these games...lt was 
great to have a group of children that had just behavior disorders. The counselors were 
wonderful and understanding." 

Other comments included: "I felt good about sending Noe to this camp. There wasn't a day 
that he didn't want to go...a great environment," and "Michael craves social interaction and 
being part of a group-camp provides all this plus the variety of activities he enjoys in a 
structured setting." 

Thank you, Top Cats, for your part in making the summer memorable for these campers 
and many others too! 



MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 
2003 GENERAL MEETING 

John Lunde — Secretary 

Due to the Sturgis Rally our August meeting 
was held a bit early to allow those going to Sturgis 
to attend the meeting before departure the following 
morning. Treasurer - Don Schaffer presided over the 
meeting in Sandra Vernon's absence. The Top Cats 
welcomed Kate Grusich, a reporter from the Daily 
Herald and photographer Steve Lundy to the meet-
ing. Kate was preparing an article on the charitable 
causes that motorcyclists participate in. 

This evenings guests include; Frank and 
Kathy Tierney, Becky McNamee, Brian Hessleman, 
Jerry Weber and Rob Morin. 

Secretary — John Lunde recapped (thankful-
ly with Terry Kumro's assistance) our clubs atten-
dance at Ed Guintini's wake a few weeks ago. 

Don Schaffer indicated that the clubs funds 
are OK and charity proceeds are starting to come in. 

Director — Bard Boand introduced Tom and 
Rose Temple (Awards) and Janet Riddick, who stat-
ed that she had plenty of Top Cat flags for those 
going to Sturgis. 

Activities Director — Jim Haase did a brief 
recap of the successful Trempealeau trip. 12 people 
have already reserved again for next year. Our 
Progressive Dinner had over 50 people in atten-
dance and we all thank Ken Glassman for stepping 
up at the last minute and leading the ride. Our 
GRASS class on July 22nd had over 20 people in 
attendance. Jim added to check our website and hot-
line for the latest information or rides and events. 

Director — Chuck Prettyman (Charity 
Committee Chairman) indicated that Sue Afryl 
would be at our September meeting to sell toys for 
Toy Run's in the coming months. Sue will donate 
10% of sales to the charity ride. Chuck asked for 
members to get their Charity Raffle Tickets from 
Janet Riddick and also to get in their pre-registration 
forms. Terry Kumro asked that people volunteer to 
help out at this years ride. 

Don Schaffer addressed the issue again of 
pre-registering for the ride and the importance of 
selling the raffle tickets. 

Jim Haase asked all (including those who 
read this) that since he sends e-mails to everyone on 
a regular basis; if you haven't received e-mail, we 
don't have your correct information. Please contact 
Membership Chairman Kathy Citko with your cor-
rect information. 

Tonight's 50/50 winner of $95 was Vince 
O'Leary. 

Due to the Sturgis Rally, there will not be an 
August Board Meeting this month. 

The 

ALEX JOHNSON HOTEL 
would like to Thank the 

TOP CATS 
for your loyal support 

during the 

STURGIS 1VIOTORCI CLL. 

CLASSIC 

1-800-888-ALEX (2539) 
523 6th Street As Downtown 

www.alexjohnson.com  



ON THE ROP,O ITH TRPVELER 

THE LEWIS AND CLARK PARTY CROSSED MS 
MSS SEPT. 13. MOS WESTBOUND FOR THE 
PACIFIC AFTER A LONG DETOUR TO THE SOUTH. 
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Guarenteed 20-25% Return on your 
Investment! 
By Roberta Arsenault 

Sound too good to be true? Well paying just $20 for your 
self and $10 for a passenger will save you from paying 
$25 and $15 if you wait until after 9-14-03 to register for 
our clubs Charity Ride! 

The date was changed to 9-14-03 to give you another 30 
days to support the ride and save dollars while you do it. 
If you did not receive a mailed flyer, it's because we 
know that you will want to support this and we saved 
$.37 by not being redundant. You can print out the flyer 
from our website. 

The following astute investors have already nnade that 
decision and invested in helping NISRA to help others. 

Adams Lynn 

Arsenault Roberta 

Beelow-Nelson Pat 

Berry Mel 

Brandt Gary 

Burckhardt Bud 

Chaput Paul 

Coletto Frank 

Delich Carrie 

Esbjornson Don * 

Fojo Jesse 

Glassman Ken 

Hart Carl 

Heller Chris 

Kalck Kenneth 

Kemper Ed 

LaMotte Duane 

Mishler Toby 

Movie Robert 

Nelson Rich 

O'Leary Judy 

O'Leary Vince 

Olivera Jose 

Ori Jenny 

Rabanus Joe 

Riddick Janet 

Riddick Kevin 

Roy Ken 

Saccomanno Sal 

Scalzitti Larry 

Schaffer Donald * 

Schultz Mike 

Simpson Jon 

Stafiej Christine 

Tabordon Susan 

Temple Rose 

Temple Tom 

Vernon Bill 

Vernon Sandra 

Walsh Jeanne Marie 

*Our two Don's have made an even better investment of 
saving the cost entirely by selling over 50 tickets on the 
Road King! 

Note that this is less than a third of current membership 
and some are not even members! Com'on and get on the 
list! Your dollars are needed to cover the expenses of 
this function. Rain or shine, we have expenses. If it 
rains, or you work it and don't ride, so what, you nnade a 
contribution. 

The vast majority supported having the event this year 
when they were polled, yet 54 members have not even 
picked up ten tickets to sell. This must be an oversight 
and we know that we can count on each of you to sup-
port NISRA and make a wise investment! 



pull. The clutch effort was moderate, however, and the 
transmission worked well. 

Harley Davidson Electra-Glide Ultra Classic 
By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

(Reprinted from the Daily Herald) 

I love surprises. More accurately, I love pleasant surpris-
es; like surprise parties, unexpected gifts, or when my 
kids in college don't ask for more money every week. But 
the best kind of surprise is when a long held belief turns 
out to be totally opposite than what you expected. Such 
was the case when I rode a new Electra Glide Ultra 
Classic. 

Diane and Claude Sonday, owners of Woodstock Harley-
Davidson let nne choose any one of their 80-bike fleet of 
rental motorcycles for my articles. And each tinne I've 
gone there, I would always avoided the big baggers. 
They just seemed like the motorcycle equivalent of a 
Lincoln Town Car. I've always kidded nny riding buddies 
about their "Geezer Glides". But not any more. Spending 
time on this Ultra-Glide Classic has been a very pleasant 
surprise. 

When most people think of a Harley, it's usually the big 
classic Electra Glide that they picture in their mind. Back 
in 1949, the Hydra-Glide first appeared. It got its name 
fronn the hydraulically damped front forks. In 1958, they 
added a rear suspension, and named it the Duo-Glide. 
The Electra-Glide name was used in 1965 to signify an 
electric starter. And the name has remained on their big 
V-Twin touring bike ever since. The Ultra designation is 
the top of the line, full zoot model, that has a 4-speaker 
radio/CB/CD/Intercom system, and large fairing lowers 
with storage space in each to differentiate it from the less-
er models. The 100th Anniversary model that I rode, also 
had the 100th logo badges on the sides of the tank, top of 
the Tour Pak, and sprinkled liberally in other places 
around the bike. 

The fuel injected Twin Cam 88 isn't counterbalanced, but 
it is rubber mounted to the frame. That means there is 
some shake at idle, and the familiar "potato-potato" throb, 
but its not really intrusive, and it smoothes out nicely once 
under way. While you won't win many drag races, the fuel 
injection helps deliver the power in a linear fashion, and 
it's more than ample, especially considering the bike 
weighs in at a rather corpulent 836-lbs. The tach needle 
redlines at 550Orpm, and you really hit the sweet spot of 
the engine at 300Orpm. That will get you to about 70mph 
in 4th gear, so there is plenty of grunt left for highway 
passing. 

The brakes are good if not impressive. Four-piston, dual 
action calipers front and rear, with dual 292nnnn front 
rotors and single rear disc the same size. Part of the 
problem is that the bike seems a bit under-tired. A little 
meatier rubber would help stopping power, although the 
non-adjustable brake lever still will need a fairly strong 

Perhaps what surprised me the most was how well bal-
anced the Ultra is. It looks like a load, but it has a low 
center of gravity, a tight turning circle, and a 29" seat 
height, so it handles well a low speeds. A reverse gear, 
like Honda uses on the Gold Wing, would come in handy 
for some parking lot maneuvers, however. But get this 
hog out on the road, and it handles like a dream. I kept 
leaning it over in the turns more and more as the miles 
rolled by, gaining confidence with each corner. I was 
amazed at the cornering clearance. It tracked properly 
throughout the turn and if you were in the right gear and 
above 3,000 rpm it really scooted out of a turn as it right-
ed itself quite smartly. 

At highway cruising speeds the ride quality was plush, 
despite the short travel of both ends of the suspension. If 
you're looking to put on several hundred miles a day on 
the open road, this is a nice way to travel. The batwing 
fairing has clear plastic wind wings mounted to its lower 
edge, and large lowers mounted on the crash bars. 
Together with a tall windshield, you'll get excellent weath-
er protection. The downside is that crosswinds at certain 
angles, and windblast from passing trucks, can move the 
bike around the road a bit. In warm weather, you can 
remove the lowers to get more airflow, and avoid cooking 
your shins. But you get a rather smooth cone of silence 
behind the bodywork, unless you decide to crank up the 
tunes on the radio/CD player. In that case, even with a 
helmet on, you'll get some good sound coming at your 
face from the speakers in the fairing, and I'm sure if I had 
been able to hook up the sound to helmet speakers, it 
would really be impressive. And all the important radio 
controls are right on the handlebar, and easy to use. 

All of the controls, in fact, are well placed and user friend-
ly. The cockpit is well instrumented, featuring an elec-
tronic speedometer, odometer, tripmeter, fuel gauge, 
diagnostic readout, tachometer, voltmeter, oil pressure 
gauge, and it also shows the ambient temperature. There 
is a convenient receptacle to plug in electric clothing, or a 
radar detector. The self-canceling turn signals are about 
the best in the business. The horn is loud enough to get 
a cagers attention. Ergonomically, the bike works well, 
even for a short person like me. No awkward reach to the 
bars or foot controls. I found the seat to be very comfort-
able with nice lower back support. I didn't have a pas-
senger, but the rear seat is throne-like, and l'nn sure a 
very comfortable perch from which to see the countryside 
roll by. One complaint is that the mirrors could use anoth-
er 2 inches on each stenn, to move them further outboard. 
You see way too much of your own shoulders in them. 

The luggage capacity of the Ultra-Glide is very good. The 
Tour Pak trunk can fit full face helmets. It has a handy 
side-hinged lid, with dual latches that are easy to use with 
one hand. The hard saddlebags do their job, but I find the 
latching system to be too finicky, and the lid retention to 



be fussy. I think it's time for Harley-Davidson to update 
their hard bags. They really look dated. All the lines from 
the fender to the batwing fairing are smooth, rounded 
shapes. The angular shape of the saddlebags with all the 
crisp crease lines, just seem out of place. Soft luggage 
liners are a nice touch and come standard on the Ultra. 

Fuel mileage was a disappointing 38-mpg, even taking 
into consideration that the tall shield and fairing has to 
punch a large hole in the atmosphere. With a 5 gallon 
gas tank, you'll need to pull over more often than with 
other touring bikes. Also disappointing is that heated 
handgrips and a heated seat are not available as options, 
especially since the bike comes equipped with so many 
creature comforts and amenities. 

Prices start at $19,760, and depending on paint 
schemes, run up to $21,195 for the black and silver two-
tone model I rode. You can add another $275 for freight, 
$320 for laced wheels, and $275 for a factory security 
system. The prices may be steep, but if you are looking 
to do some cross-country touring, the Electra-Glide is a 
wonderful, agile, comfortable motorcycle on which to do 
it. Surprise, surprise ! 

Specs 

Engine: 	Air-cooled, 45-degree V-Twin 
Displacement: 88 cubic inches, 1450cc 
Transmission: 5-speed 
Final Drive: 	 Belt 
Length: 	98.3" 
Wheelbase: 	63.5" 
Weight: 	851 wet 
Seat Height: 	27.3" 
Fuel Capacity: 5 gal. 
Cruising Range:180 miles (Approx.) 
List Price: 	 From $19,760 to $21,195 
Warranty: 	 12 month/ unlimited miles 
Website 	www.harley-davidson.com  

Toy Run, Anyone? 
by John Lunde 

Motorcyclists have the distinction of being the single largest 
charitable group in our nation. The Marine Corps "Toys For 
Tots" program credits Motorcycle Runs as their number one 
resource for toys. This year the number of children in need 
will greatly exceed past years, so your donations are needed 
more now than ever. 

This fall, in the Northern Illinois area we will have the 
opportunity to participate in many such runs; Dukane 
ABATE, Rolling Thunder, McHenry County Hog and the 
biggest of them all, Toys for Tots will all ask for your assis-
tance in the coming months. 

The requirement is small, just a single unwrapped toy (most 
ask that stuffed animals not be brought since hospitals won't 
allow these) to make the day for a disadvantaged youth in 
our area. Many different organizations will distribute these 
toys to various hospitals, shelters and in needed areas. 

Since becoming a Top Cat, I have attended many of these 
events with various members of our club. The atmosphere is 
fun and can be somewhat silly as thousands of Santa's' ride 
down the road with their bikes adorned for the holidays. 
Although the weather for these late fall and early winter 
rides may not be to our liking, our participation is sorely 
needed. But did you realize that you could still help even if 
you don't attend? 

Every Toy Run provides a drop off location for those who 
are unable to attend the actual ride. Check with your local 
Post Office, bank, grocery store or motorcycle dealer for 
donation locations. So, even if you don't ride you can still 
help these children. 

I am lucky to have a sister-in-law who owns a children's 
store (For Kids Only) on the North Shore that is my source 
of quality toys at near-wholesale prices for my toy ride and 
grandparent needs. Every fall she loads me up with boy and 
girl toys for the upcoming rides. (Did you know that toys for 
adolescent boys are the overwhelming item received?) 

At our September 2nd Top Cat monthly meeting we will 
have Sue Afryl from "For Kids Only" with a good selection 
of toys suitable for your toy ride/charity needs. She will 
bring boy and girl toys that fit on you motorcycle and are 
reasonably priced. Any questions or special requests, feel 
free to contcat her at 847-441-6640 and mention you're a 
Top Cat. She will accept cash or check. 10% of your pur-
chase goes to the NISRA Charity Ride. 



SOMETIMES LESS IS MORE 
By Don "NumbersMan" Schaffer 

Once in awhile you get one of those days when the sky 
is bright blue, the temperature is in the 70's, and there 
are big bumpy clouds scattered all around you, but they 
never seem to cut off your sunlight. Most are fluffy white, 
but a few have dark, black bottoms. In the Midwest that 
usually means you are about to get wet, but not today. 

All the BIG DOGS have gone to Sturgis, so this Saturday 
it's time for a pickup ride for those left behind. I managed 
to sucker Carrie Delich into taking the honor of being 
Road Captain to plan and lead a ride along the Rock 
River. Topcats rides go down Route 2 in route to Little 
Sturgis, but we are in a hurry to get to Davenport, so we 
cruise along the river at maximum allowable speeds. We 
don't really get to experience the area. Carrie decided 
that the goal of the trip would be the ride, not the desti-
nation, taking us on a leisurely "stop and smell the roses" 
tour. I'm not sure it was roses I smelled as we went 
through farm country, but that was the objective. 

We were a small group, including Christine Stafiej, Gary 
and Muriel Brandt riding two up, and a guest, George 
Watts, a relative newcomer to Barrington who found us 
on the web. Also joining us for the first leg of the trip were 
Gordon (Maverick) Tapley and Rob (MoMan) Mann. 
George must be watching too many Wendy's commer-
cials. He not only bought a raffle ticket from me, but also 
picked up our lunch tab at the Chinese Buffet in Dixon. 
That is taking the "New Guy" thing to the limit. I hope he 
gets to a meeting so we can reciprocate. 

Side trips off of Route 2 were the highlights of the day. 
We went into the forest to visit Chief Blackhawk's image 
close up, taking a road that is little more than a path. On 
the other side of the river we took a loop through anoth-
er beautiful overlook area. On the way down to the river 
there was one very narrow, twisty section of road with 
overhanging trees almost shutting out the light. I got the 
feeling that we were living a Roadrunner cartoon, and I 
was Wiley Coyote, waiting for a bus to conne the other 
way and take me out. 

The main topic of conversation was, "how could you have 
a better day than this" A good leader, great weather, idyl-
lic route, friends, and an all you can eat buffet lunch. 
What more can a biker want from life. I'll bet the group at 
Sturgis were sweating like pigs out there on the plains. 

NumbersMan 

Is Bigger Better?? 
By Roberta Arsenault 

My thought here is to the size of our organization, not the first 
five letters of organization, (slap your self for the thought and 
be careful where!) but as in Topcats of Illinois, and soon to be 
the World at our current rate of growth. A few comments by 
Chuck at our Charity Ride meeting last night got me to think-
ing about this. As our group gets larger, I do feel that we are 
losing cohesiveness. We go from being a smaller group who 
know each others names and ride together, to a group so large 
that we don't even recognize the faces if a member does turn 
out for a meeting or ride. 

I remember the feeling of being adopted when I showed up for 
my first meeting. Kevin and Janet Riddick had been telling me 
what a great bunch of people Topcats were for a year before I 
finally came to a meeting. Wayne directed me to a table and 
introduced me to George Lax and Sandy Vernon. I was truly 
made to feel welcome. Every time I came to a function, they 
greeted me by name and appeared to be genuinely glad that I 
had come. That is the type of feeling that keeps us all coming 
back. The sheer number of faces, 149 at last count, has severe-
ly strained my personal ability to remember names, not that it 
was ever good! 

There is a difference between small towns and large cities and 
the sense of community that you experience in each. My sons 
went to school in Diamond, MO, a small rural school in the SW 
part of the state. The school had just begun a football program 
and they were really bad, hadn't won a game in three years, a 
new coach each season, etc. Despite this record, on a Friday 
night, you could have dropped a bomb on Main Street and 
wouldn't have hurt a soul 'cause the whole town was at the 
high school stadium cheering on their team! That's small town 
spirit! Every one feels that they can help in some way. 

Would a large city have this degree of participation or support? 
It doesn't take a multi million dollar study to answer that. You 
might remember the classic case when Kitty Genovese was 
being beat and stabbed, screaming for help, no one even picked 
up the phone. One hypothesis is something called the 
Diffusion of Responsibility. This is simply a decrease in the 
feeling of personal responsibility one feels when in the pres-
ence of many other people. The greater the number of 
bystanders, the less responsibility the individual feels. In cases 
where there are many people present during an emergency, it 
becomes much more likely that any one individual will simply 
do nothing. 

I personally miss the sense of community that was more preva-
lent prior to our growth surge, being a part of that "small 
town". Growth could become the downfall of this organiza-
tion. Many organizations and groups limit membership. 
Maybe this is worth our consideration. What about capping 
membership at its present level? Add some minor require-
ments for participation such as attending a couple of meetings 
and rides. This will create attrition to allow for new additions 
to the roster or better yet, allow it to drop back to about half its 
current size? We could require riding as a guest first and if they 
have to be on a waiting list, so be it. I propose that the Board 
take this under consideration and put it to a vote, or canvass the 
members if this is deemed to be of merit. 
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Subject: The Oil Change 

» Oil Change instructions for Women: 

» 1) Pull up to Jiffy Lube when the mileage reaches 3000 miles since the last oil change. 

» 2) Drink a cup of coffee. 

» 3) 15 minutes later, write a check and leave with a properly maintained vehicle. 

» Money spent: 

» Oil Change $20.00 

» Coffee Free 
> > 

» Total $20.00 
> > 

> > 

> > 

» Oil Change instructions for Men: 
> > 

» 1) Wait until Saturday, drive to auto parts store and buy a case of oil, 
» filter, kitty litter, hand cleaner and a scented tree, write a check for 
> > $50.00. 
> > 

» 2) Stop by 7-11 and buy a case of beer, write a check for 20.00, drive home. 
> > 

» 3) Open a beer and drink it. 
> > 

» 4) Jack car up. Spend 30 minutes looking for jack stands. 
> > 

» 5) Find jack stands under kid's pedal car. 
> > 

» 6) In frustration, open another beer and drink it. 
> > 

» 7) Place drain pan under engine. 
> > 

» 8) Look for 9/16 box end wrench. 
> > 

» 9) Give up and use crescen rench. 
> > 

» 10) Unscrew drain plug. 
> > 

» 11) Drop drain plug in pan of hot oil: splash hot oil on you in process and cuss. 
> > 

» 12) Crawl out from under car to wipe hot oil off of face and arms. Throw kitty I tter on 
spilled oil. 

» 13) Have another beer while watching oil drain. 
> > 

» 14) Spend 30 minutes looking for oil filter wrench. 
> > 

» 15) Give up; crawl under car arid hammer a screwdriver through oil filter,and twist off. 
> > 

» 16) Crawl out from under car with dripping oil filter splashing, oil 
» everywhere from holes. Cleverly hide old oil filter among trash in trash can 
» to avoid environmental penalties. Drink a beer. 
> > 

» 17) Buddy shows up; finish case of beer with him. Decide to finish oil 
» change tomorrow so you can go see his new garage door opener. 

» 18) Sunday: Skip church because "I gotta finish the oil change." Drag pan 
» fitll of old oil out from underneath car. Cleverly dump oil in hole in back 
» yard instead of taking it back to Kragen to recycle. 

» 19) Throw kitty litter on oil spilled during step 18. 

» 20) Beer? No, drank it all yesterday. 

» 21) Walk to 7-11; buy beer. 

» 22) Install new oil filter malting sure to apply a thin coat of oil to gasket surface. 

» 23) Dump first quart of fresh oil into engine. 

» 24) Remember drain plug from step 11. 

» 25) Hurry to find drain plug in drain pan. 

» 26) Remember that the used oil is buried in a hole in the back yard,along with drain  

plug. 

» 27) Drink beer. 

» 28) Shovel out hole and sift oily mud for drain plug. Re-shovel oily dirt 
» into hole. Steal sand from kids sandbox to cleverly cover oily patch of ground and avoid 

environmental penakies. Wash drain plug in lawnmower gas. 

» 29) Discover that first quart of fresh oil is now on the floor. Throw kitty litter on oil 
spill. 

» 30) Drink beer. 

» 31) Crawl under car getting kitty litter into eyes. Wipe eyes with oily rag used to clean 
drain plug. 

Slip with stupid crescent wrench tightening drain plug and bang knuckles on frame. 

» 32) Bang head on floorboards in reaction to step 31. 

» 33) Begin cussing fit. 

» 34) Throw stupid crescent wrench. 

» 35) Cuss for additional 10 minutes because wrench hit Miss December(1992) in the 
left boob. 

» 36) Beer. 

» 37) Clean up hands and forehead and bandage as required to stop blood flow. 

» 38) Beer. 

» 39) Beer. 
> > 

» 40) Dump in five fresh quarts of oil. 
> > 

» 41) Beer. 
> > 

» 42) Lower car from jack stands. 
> > 

» 43) Accidentally crush remaining case of new motor oil. 
> > 

» 44) Move car back to apply more kitty litter to fresh oil spilled during steps 23 - 43. 
> > 

» 45) Beer. 
> > 

» 46) Test drive car. 

» 47) Get pulled over: arrested for driving under the influence. 
> > 

» 48) Car gets impounded. 

» 49) Call loving wife, make bail. 

» 50) 12 hours later, get car from impound yard. 
> > 

» Money spent: 
> > 

» Parts $50.00 

» DUI $2500.00 
> > 

» Impound fee $75.00 
> > 

» Bail $1500.00 
> > 

» Beer $40.00 
> > 

» Total-- $4165.00 

» -- But you know the job was done right! 
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This is a copy of the Thank You card sent 
from the Guintini Family. Ed was a former 

Top Cat who died in a motorcycle accident in 
Italy recently. 

Perhaps you sent a lovely card, 
Or sat quietly in a chair. 

Perhaps you sent a floral piece, 
If so we saw it there. 

Perhaps you spoke the kindest 
words, 

As any friend would say; 
Perhaps you were not there at all, 

Just thought of us that day. 
Whatever you did to console our 

hearts, 
We thank you so much whatever the 

part. 

By the family of 
Dr. Edward A. Guintini 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 

BUSTED!!! 
By Traveler 

After 16 days and 7,500 miles across 17 states and two countries, 
I think I developed some reasonable techniques for avoiding 
speeding tickets. Riding the speed limit is the ultimate safeguard 
but, not the most realistic one only because I would estimate 
100% of us exceed the speed limit at some time, somewhere. If 
you are prone to ride slightly above the speed limit then ride slight-
ly above the normal "Alert Limit", that is, the limit of awareness 
with which you check traffic, scan ahead, and prepare to react to 
highway conditions. If riding slightly above the speed limit increas-
es our "Alert Limit", then I'm all for it. Here's some tips to ride a bit 
safer and, perhaps, avoid that speeding ticket: 

Rule 1. Know the type of cars that the police in the immediate are, 
or in that state, drive. Blue sedans, white sedans, etc. Scan for 
them but...don't rely on this rule alone. I encountered Mustangs in 
Texas, pick up trucks in New Mexico, and a mini van in Oregon. 

Rule 2. Blend in with traffic, speed wise. Don't be the one that's 
always out in the passing lane. 

Rule 3. Scan the road as far ahead as you can for police cars and 
places that they can hide. Watch for slow, oncoming traffic and 
flashing lights. That may indicate a police car ahead. 

Rule 4. Don't rely on your radar detector. It only tells you that you 
are currently being scanned by radar. 

Rule 5. Scan your mirrors also. Is that fast approaching car a 
police car or an approaching idiot? 

Rule 6. Pay good attention to truck traffic. With CB radios, truck-
ers are often more aware of where the police are, than other dri-
vers are. If truck traffic is going the speed limit, there may be radar 
ahead or it may be a high - enforcement area. Slow down if the 
truckers slow down. 

Rule 7. I think it's a law of nature but, weekends and holidays 
bring out more traffic, hence more cops. Rush hours are the same 
phenomenon. 

Rule 8. Late at night, particularly on weekends, the headlights of 
other vehicles are most likely a drunk driver or a cop. Both war-
rant slowing down and preparation to react. 

Rule 9. Rlde the limits of your credit card. If you can afford a 
$500.00 ticket, that's your decision. If not, plan on one day in jail 
per $100.00 of the fine. Remember, in some states, a ticket for 
over a certain limit, say +20 mph, is considered a felony complete 
with jail time and bike confiscation. 

Rule 10. Be courteous if stopped. It will go a long way towards 
getting the officer to use his/her discretion favorably towards you 
like...giving you a warning. 

Rule 11. If stopped, refrain from asking the officer if he used to 
sing with the Village People or saying something like "I thought 
you had to be in good physical condition to be a cop." 

Finally, remember, and appreciate, that those cops have a tough 
job. They aren't out there to hassle you. They're out there to keep 
you alive. 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

REALITY TV. Looks like we have our own Biker, reality TV 
finally. American Chopper, Mondays, Discovery Channel. 
Revolving around Orange County Choppers, in New York, the 
show portrays the development of some really hi - end, cool 
choppers in a comical, realistic, forum. 

METRIC. Just a heads - up. If you do much of your own work 
on your scooter, you might plan on increasing the number of the 
metric tools you own. That appears to be the way industry has 
been going over the last ten years. Doubtful? Try to fix a V-Rod 
without metric tools. 

Biker Culture 

The closest some riders ever got to a 4.0 in college was the i 
blood - alcohol content. 

If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal? 

Positive thinking: Everyday, you beat your own personal record 
for number of consecutive days alive. 

HELMETS. Whether you are pro or con, helmets have value. If carrots are so good for the eyes, how come you see so many July 24, 2003, the back roads of central Washington state. I 
passed a flock of crows on the side of the road at 50 - 60 mph. dead rabbits on the highway? 
As I passed, they scattered. All but one who flew directly in front 
of me, up over my windscreen and smack into my helmet. What's really important? How come we have only two choices 
(Washington is a helmet state.) Coasting to the shoulder, and for President but 50 choices for Miss America? regaining composure, I removed the helmet I had been cursing 
for the last 300+ miles, to find deep gouges from the bird. After 
15 minutes of calming down and shaking out the cobwebs, I road Isn't a smoking section in a restaurant like having a peeing sec-
on into Canada thankful for Washington's helmet law. 	tion at a swimming pool? 

TRIP TIP. If you are planning a trip of 2,000 miles or more, 
plan for maintenance during your trip. Oil change at 3,00 miles, Why is it that most nudists are people you wouldn't want to see 
air filter if it will be dusty, and tire replacement. Don't try to naked anyway? 
push it until you get home. Most dealers will give priority ser- 
vice to traveling riders. Did you ever think that a snowman is really just a cold statue, 

TIRES. Something is wrong with motorcytle tires. I get 30,000 dropped from the sky unassembled? 
to 50,000 miles, typically, on my car tires. I get an average of 
8,500 miles on my motorcycle rear tires. During a recent trip out Every time you go into a single's bar, remember Mom's 
west, I wore out one rear tire and half of a new rear tire. I was advice..."Don't pick that up, you don't know where it's been." averaging about 500 + miles per day with a high of 810 miles and 
a low of 252 during a 16 day trip. If the average rear tire life is 
8,500 miles, and you average 500 miles a day, you need a new Are turtles meat or seafood? 
rear tire every 17 days. Sustained high speed (75 - 80 mph) and 
high ambient temperatures increased the wear rate. At $150.00 
for a tire replacement added to the normal operating cost of $.37 
per mile (X 500 mi = $160/day), it's cheaper to fly somewhere 
than ride!!! But, not near the fun. 

ARMED SERVICES. If you are a fan of drag racing, watch for 
our armed forces to add motorcycles to their list of race teams 
that they sponsor. The U.S. Army just announced such a move for 
recruiting purposes and, you can bet, the Air Force, Navy, and 
Marine Corps will do so too. 

HEALTH. Add this to your list of maintaining sanity and, 
arguably, your physical well being. Take two weeks off. Prepare 
your bike for a l000ng ride. Take off and ride in one direction all 
day or until you feel like stopping for the night. Back at your 
hotel, after dinner, get out your atlas and pick a destination for the 
next day. Do this every day for two weeks, do it alone, and do it 
at your own pace. You won't believe how therapeutic it is. 
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